


The President’s
Message

The Nominating Committee is about finished
with producing a slate of officers for the coming year. Just as with
nature, these changes are good because they encourage new ideas
and plans to be put into place.

The effects of the recession are impacting some of the decisions that
have to be made by the Board of Directors.

The income from our sales has been less this year because people
are just spending less on items that are not necessary to feed, clothe
or house their families. Because we as a society must watch the way
we spend our money to remain solvent, we find that we must go back
to a practice from the past.

Until three years ago, we had our Christmas Party catered at the
Gardens Restaurant and as part of the cost of the dinner that was
collected prior to the party, the cost of the plants was also included.
Unfortunately, we must again ask our members to help cover the cost
of the plants given out at the party. We will have to sign up by the
middle of November and pay $5 per person at that time so we know
how many plants to order.

Our party this year is going to be held at Ferre Restaurant in down-
town Fort Worth, across the street from Bass Performance Hall. There
will be valet parking or plenty of free parking on the street or in the
garage across the street from the restaurant. We will still have the gift
exchange of gifts that cost $10 or less. We also will have an auction
of a photograph that was given to the society by one of our speakers
Greg Allikas and also we will have one Orchid Wiz software avail-
able for auction.
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Membership Dues
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The software is an excellent tool for any orchid grower, Single membership
no matter how experienced they may be. To purchase this is $18.00
software, the cost is $259.00 so we will have a starting bid Family membership
minimum but not as much as the total cost of the software. is $27.00

Start thinking about this and make your plans to bid.

Another item that we need feedback from our membership about
is the raffle. We have been consistently losing money on the raffle
each meeting for the last year. This is because we have less people
in attendance and fewer people are buying tickets. We could have
fewer plants, just a few larger plants or not have a raffle ot all. We
need to decide how best to handle this and will be discussed at our
meeting Oct. 5.

| know this newsletter has been filled with not very happy news.
However, we would be irresponsible to you all if you were not in-
formed about how things are going. Please, everyone come to the
meeting and let me and the other officers of your board hear what
you are thinking. See you at the meeting, Mary
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